Liaquat AH Khan's Town Hall speech of 8 May 7950 was one
of the longest and most important utterances he made during
his visit.

THE RECENT HISTORY AND PRESENT
STATE OF PAKISTAN
History has been moving very, fast in our century and the political
geography of the world has undergone many changes. No new
continent has been discovered but familiar continents have had un-
familiar frontiers drawn on them. This has sometimes happened
so fast that maps and map-makers have not been able to catch up
with the changes.
I should not be surprised, therefore, if some of my listeners, not
necessarily in this room, do not quite know where my country,
Pakistan, is, although of course I have met an astonishingly large
number of people in this country who have a wide international
outlook and know as much about events abroad as if they happened
next door.
Even at the risk of boring the well-informed people, may I say
that Pakistan is a sovereign State of nearly three years of age situ-
ated in Asia; that its area is equal to the total area of France, Italy,
Belgium and Holland and that eighty million people live in it. Most
of them are Muslims.
Three years ago there was in Asia a British India. British India
is now no more. What I mean is that it is no longer British. It is in
a sense no longer the old India either. For the territory that was
known as British India was on the i5th of August 1947 split up into
two separate independent countries. Only three-fourths of that ter-
ritory Is now known as India. The rest is Pakistan, the country which
I have the honour to represent.
Olid British India was partitioned into two countries because there
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